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PROV. viij. is. 
They are all plain to him that underflandeth, and right 
70 them that find knowleage. 


N this Chapter So/omon brings in Divine Wiſdom, 
in a very lofty .and pompous manner, as making 
- her. perſonal Addrefles to Mankind; and courting 
> them with great Importunicy, to entertain thoſe 
ſafe and uſeful Precepts.off Life ſhe is going to admini- 
ſter. And that ſhe;miſghyiia this with more force of 
perſuaſion; ſhe recommendgrhem to mens ſerious Stu- 
dy and Application; fagittherreal worth and excellen- 
| cy of them 47. 6.' as: cantaining no: trivial or common 
| things; but ſuch as are of 'the kigheſt importance, and 

which all men are nearly concern'd to underſtand and 

embrace; from the-undoubted Truth ;and ReCtitude of 

them 4. 7, $.-as being:yaid' of all diſguiſe and falſhood; 
*which are founded upon the invariable Maxims of Ju- 

ftice. and Righteouſneſs; and able; to furniſh'men with 

the beſt Rules of Wiſdom in: all the a&ions of human 
 life., And in the words of my Text, from that inward 
Evidence and certainty; they: bring along with chem, -by 
which to convince all thoſe, :who feriouſly apply theuwr 
minds to the Knowledge of them, that they are in all 
7 A reſpets 
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reſpets True and Juſt and -Reaſonable,. They are all 
plain to him that underſtandeth ; and right to them 'that 
. find kngwleage. - EEE, KO Þ i 6 


From which words I will lay down this Propoſition, 
as the Subject of my; enfuing iſgogpſe? That the Do- 
rines and Laws of Religion, will appear to all unpre- 
judic'd perſons, wha ſeek in good earneſt to know and 
underſtand them, to haye thar Cſear and convincing Evi- 
dence in them; ym years 7 their minds, both 
as to the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of them. 


Although men: of perverſe Minds, whoſe Judgments 
are violently ſway'd: and byaſs'd cither by falſe Opini- 
ons, ' which blind:their/Reaton 11 matters of Belief, or 
by | vicious" inclinations, \ which 'depraye- and  ſenſualize 
their Reaſon in matters: of. Pradzce; :though ſuch Per- 
ſons, I fay, may find-occaſion t@. quarrel with Religion, 
and raiſe unjuſt Cavils againſt 3e3: yet-they, who areen- 
dned with honeſt and ingeanar of Trath, — 75 Ir 
ſhew 'themſclves ſincere Lovers:of 'I'ruth; : who deſire 
nothing'more :than-vo;be righthy itsform'd of their Duty, 
and upon ſuch: Information s/ are: refolved with them- 
ſelves, to live in the trictandconfeicntious performance 
of &- wilbſvon diſcover ſaclvmanifefticlearaefs and cer- 
rainty -in' the” DoGrines: and commands of Religion, as' 
her agbrmaed rs 1 Good- 
neſb, of them and perfuade ub how juſtand Rea- 
ſonable they are in themſelves; .and likewiſe, - that their 
own bighelt wiſdom, as wel as Imereft, lies in the dili- 
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Ef this fabject'T will er , Brrſt, £ 
rin arid illuſtrate © Propotinen T laid down. 


Secondly » To draw Gong few Inferences from i it. 


Firſt, I will endeavour to confirm and illuſtrate the 
Propoſition I laid down, v:z:. 


That the DotQtrines and "FOR of Religion will appear 
to all Unprejudic'd perſons, who ſtek in good earneſt 
to know and underftand' chem, to have that- clear and 
convincing evidence in them, which ſhall fully ſatisfie 
their Minds both' as'to the Truth and Reaſanableneſs of 
them. And this I ſhall endeavour to do in theſe follo- 
wing Conſiderations. 


Firſt, That'thofe thinks which Religion requires of 
us, are ſuch, as Reaſon her ſelf, when the forms her Judg- 
ment aright, cannot but ap hem. 3 or at moſt, cannot 
juftly retuſe her Aﬀent, to r 


\ Srrond,” hey ave the confurrent Fuilg ent and « i 
probation'of alt int Good men both as to the 
Vidence and Reaſonableneſs' 'of them, ' | 


\ Thirdly, Thar fuchperfons; as Halo wn unjuſt Preju- 
dices inſt Relipio Pg ng tt their Minds, will 


ſooner be brought to Examine the Several Proofs and 
Teſtimonies of it's Truth, a and | vine Authority; z and a 
fair Examination of tlieſe /wilF-not fail of giving them 
Intire TI 
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Fourthly, That they who fairly examine the Truths of 
Religion, .and are diſpos'd to embrace them upon ſuffi- 
cient Evidence, ſhall moreover have that Internal Illu- 
mination of God's Holy Spirit, which ſhall clearly dif- 
_— the Excellency and agreeableneſs of them to their 


The firſt Conſideration 1s, 


That thoſe ng which Religion requires of us, are 
ſuch, as Right reaſon herſelf, when ſhe forms her Judg- 
ment aright, cannot but highly approve ; or at moſt, 
cannot juſtly refuſe her Aſſent to them. 


And this will appear, with reſpe& both to the Pradti- 
cal commands uties of Religion , and likewiſe the 
high and Myſterious points of Faith belonging there- 
unto. 


In the firſt of theſe, Religion commands us no other 
things, then what the light of Reaſon teacheth us; and 
Rives it's Approbatioa to, as Right-and Juſt: in them- 
ſelves. The Duties which ſeem to bear hardeſt upon 
human nature, are Repentance, and Mortification, Con- 
tempt of this world, —_— our Enemies; S ing Per- 
ſcoution for hy fake, and the likez which do 
all recommend themſelves to our Minds by their appa- 

rent Reafonableneſs. - ... 

To ſhew this as briefly as I can. - 


Repentance is a Duty, which neceſſarily ariſcth from: 


that 
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that Relation in which men ſtand. toward their Sove- 
reign Lord” and Maker ; that when they have offended. 
him, and violated thoſe Eaws which were given them as. 
the Rule of their Obedience; they ſhould Expreſs their 
inward grief- and ſorrow for it, and ſeek his Pardon by 

ſincere and unfeigned Repentance), 


And though Repentance in its ſelf be no ſufficient. 
Reparation to the Injur'd Authority and Juſtice of Gop, 
for the Breach of his Laws; ( for which reaſon we find. - 
that all the-different kinds of Religious Worſhip among 
the Heathens had their various Rites-of Expiation, and 
Sacrifices of Atonement, by which to appeaſe the of- 
fended Deity) yet, it is ſo indiſpenſable a Qualification. 
in order to Pardon, that no man can in reaſon think ,. 
a Wiſe, Juſt and Holy God can ever become reconci-- 
led to ſinful creatures without it , and- reſtore them a- 
gain to his Favour. 


Had it been. indeed " >romggs for mankind ta havo per-- 
fetly recovered themiclyes out of their ſtate of Dege-. 
S— —_—_— God might have pardon'd them, 
if he had fo pleas'd , withour. any. fuch publick fatisſa- 
Qion made to his = » as he hath now demanded. 
Bur neither the Juſtice,. nor Holineſs of God , will ſaf- 
fer him to pardon offending creatures without their Re- 
tance, even when ample. Satisfaction is now made to. 

um for the Breach of his Laws.. - | 


Mortification 1s likewiſe a Duty ,. which Reaſon. its: 
ſelf, if ſhe would preſerve her juſt Right of Govern-- 
ment-in the Mind,. cannot: - judge neceſlary and ex-- 


ped: - 
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pedient; : for conſidering the laps'd ftate. and conditzoj 
of human' nature, there is no'tolerable eaſe or comfort 
of life to' be-enjoy'd at preſent, much leſs, any proper 
and ſutable degrees of Purity, ſuch as may fit us for a 
.betrer life after this, to be'attain'd by us, unleſs we take 
care to keepall Irregular and Exorbitant Inclinationsun-' 
der abſolute controul, and maintain that ſtrict hand of 
diſcipline over them, which ſhall effeQually curb and re- 
ſtrain them, when at any time they offer to rebel againſt 
our Reaſon. The Moral Philoſophers univerſally com- 
plain'd of the great diforder human: nature was under, 
that the lower Appetites of the Mind were broke looſe 
from the command and government of Reaſon ; and 
this put them upon the ſtudy of wife Rules and ms 
of Life ; which might reſtore human nacure to its firſt 
perfe&tion, and place Reaſon upon her Rightful Throne 
again , by bringing down all thoſe blind and impe- 
tuous deſires, which often make ſuch ſtrong Reſiſtance 
againſt her. Now Religion doth require no more of us 
then this, to mortifie all thoſe unruly Luſts, which war 
againſt the Soul; which difturb n's. preſent Peace. and 
"Ara otder, and deſtroy; ts: future happineſs and wel- 

ing z -only with -rhis Advantage , that what Pluloſo- 

phy was not able to perform, Religion hach made very 
cafie to' Us; in'giving'us Laws and Precepts. of .an 
higher Elevations a perfect and conſummate in 
on Lord Feſus Chri/t;5 'moreexcellenc helps and, 
Gives to Invigarate our Endeavours , the ſapernatural 
Aſliftances of God's own Holy Spirit, and the ſure Pro- 
miſes of Inimorrality and Erconal Life. - —__ 


 Asfor eontenypr ofthis worlds. bc bach boen llalong 
wr of —; eſteem' 
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eſfteem'd an Inſtance of Great and Generous Virrue, e- 
ven by thoſe, who only regarded the Quiet and Securi- 
ty of this preſent life ; that a man may be able to keep 
his happineſs in his own poſſeſſion , and live out of the 
reach of uncertain fortune; free and unconcern'damid{t 
thoſe variqus Contingencies of Life which fo often di- 
{toeb rhis buſy' ſcene of affairs here below; and if bare 
Phifoſophy could carry: men thus high, ſure Religion 
- wil exalt them much higher ; which gives us the certain 
view and Proſpect of a better and more excellent ſtate 
after this life; for which we are to prepare and perfe&t_ 
our minds at preſent , by diſintangling our AﬀeSions 
From this vain world, which in a ſhort time we muſt all 
leave behind us, and by placing them upon thoſe divine 
and heavenly things , which will abide with us for e- 
Ver. | | . 

The Duty of Loving our Enemies , wants, I think, 
no other Advocate to plead for it, beſide the ſecret 'Te- 
ſtmony of every man's own breaſt , which yield him a. 
wonderful Joy and In in himfelf, whenever he 
forgives tn Tnury, and bravely returns-it by Ads of 
Kindneſs and 'Beneficence ; and he that $ his Re- 
venge, ſeems fior enough to conſider his own caſe, that 
by giving'{ope to his Paſſions, he may the ſooner ſtand 
in need of that forgiveneſs from others, which he him- 
Kit hath once refaled'to grant. - 


Some mmdeecd of the Philoſophers allowed too much 
in the matter of: Revenge z but others, with far more 
-Reafon, ſtrictly forbid'ir, and wiſely taught men'to go- 
vers and fuppreſttheir Anger; to'refrain'from allRera- 


lation 
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liation of Injuries : ' and to'r ue: the Wapnge of an 
Enemy by doing good to him. ligion hath-on aly.n- 

rov'd this Duty, and- grafted it 4 a Nobler ſtock; 

by commanding us ta love and do good te our Enemies, 
in Imitation of God himſelf, who is kind to the un- 
thankful and to the evil z and likewiſe, by of xe- 
curn to that admirable Pattern of Love our leſſee: Lord 
and Saviour hath ſhewed , in laying down his life for 
ns, while we were enemies to Gop. 


And as to the caſe of ſuffering for Ryghteouſneſs fake, 
it is nothing ſo hard and unreaſonable upon us, who 
ſuffer in the beſt cauſe in the world, the cauſe of God 
.and Religion, and upon.the beſt Intereſt imaginable, the 
Rewards of an heayenly Kingdom. as it was upon thoſe 
men, who were taught to bear all the ww 700 Suffer- 
ings of life, with unſhaken Fortitude and Conſtancy 
by the ſole ſtren paths of Philoſophy. without any of thok 
exmacrdingry ary by os. 4 and | I op 
gion now affords.us,. for our. L £ - 
Pork, us under them... Great Sufferings wera, never tho 

yg "Proofs, of true. aim 
when inc ſufferings befel.them - aj ' 
able var Ys For. MED I þ67 far. cher aouereys good 
eſcrvation, in wi 

high enown and G ow "A bp n= of Virtue, 
without any farther Reward, hath —_ held by ſome 
of no ſmall Ggure in Phi Jo' as an ' ample compen- 
on foe al the poatjot By Evi £ Rel Calamities of. chis 

; the lufferings, w jon brings up- 
py of a much fairer Account -a being 


under- 
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yodereaken for the, Pubhck Honour of God, and Bene- 

of Mankind ; for the Teſtimony of divine Truth its 
ſelf, which the great Author. of our Religion firſt ſeal'd 
with hisown blood; for a good Conſcienge both in the 
fight of God-and all Mens and for the hopes of a bleſ- 
ſed Immortality, which ſhall ac Jaſt crown and reward 
our Patience. Thus we ſee that thoſe Prattical Com- 
mands of Religion, which ſeem of all others the moſt 
difficult,; have an apparent Reaſonableneſs in them to 
recommend them. to us. | 


.. And though indeed ,.:we have not the ſame Clue of 
Reaſon to lead and condudct us through all the high My- 
ſteries of one Faith; yet here alſo Reaſon will juſtifie us 
in yielding a firm Pg uncontroverted Aſlent of Mind to 
thems, as y 6c {fuch ſolid grounds of Authority to re- 
5 Bu ng for the. Belief of them , which cannot poſſibly 
deceive us; an Authority ſufficient, not only to fatisfie 
all ' fober - Inquiries , —_ reſolve the' doubts of tender 
minds \ bor tkewiſe check the .rude Attempts of bold 
and. inſolent, Sceptics,. who love to. ſearch intra matters 
f00. high for chem, and meaſure the moſt gel Myſte- 
ries of Chrilfiangy, by the falſe Standard and Judgment 
of human Reafon.. For, I beſeech you, what more jult 
and reaſonable, then to captivate our Lnperfiandings to 
the Unerring Wiſdom of God, the Original ſource and 

ain « t;; and. pay an unreſerv'd obedience of 
Faifh. to infa Frach ts ſelf; in all thoſe things which 


rounded with. dark and inoom prrvettite Myſteries our 
ee I On © on I TT Ts 
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ſhortfighted Reafon cannot fully diſcover 3 X'3f the 
ſhocelghes be plainly revealed fy God, we It's 

cient ground to believe them upon his bare Pell ny 
and'may fafely build onr Faith upon the dow - 
tion of his facred Truth and Veraciry. We do willin 
ty aknowledge, thar ini che Dofrines of the Trinity, In- 
carnation, and Reſurre&ion-of rhe body there is a*pro- 
found and Myfterious darkneſs, into which no humane 
Eye can pierce; our underſtandings are fwallowed up 
into an Abyſs, and wholly looſe themſelves im farthing 
them out: Bur after all, if. theſe DoQrines have the mT 
blick Teſtimony of:God himfelf roVouch for them,and 
come to. us upon the tr -— nan credit of Divine 
Revelation, they are as'in _ true in thertiſclves,' as 
if we our ſelves were able My to underſtatid and 
comprehend them ; for w Fi ze Myſteries tous; 'are 
none to the Infinite Wiſdotand Uhderftahding of Gvd; 
who harh a full and:tlear Comprehetifion of all things: 
and if he pag th to = uire re 4 thief *of Tuch Do@rines 
EE A Ae ho IPAy Je ot ike 
of Go celewith us; 1Ft or make 
us God Rpaige D hisown' ord Rn mohy.:' chonh 
the rhings rhe [ have infuper- - 
able difficulties in. them, which our lame and EET, 
Reaſon cannot explain. be 


DI3SET! : 3 fs: 

And this.) We ar le, if ve bes 
fider,' that on] only Ls ad eas det theſe Dy- 
Arines , is _ Abe -6f *tis'? "\itHout” b ET 
throughly 'ro com wh thetn”: - ined d been 


difticulty we might with 
A RO AARON br ehith ines prefer 
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weakneſs 3nd indifpoſition of bur Intelle&ual faculties: 
But'to' believe them as they are propounded to us m 
Scripture, is no more hard, then to believe God him- 
felf' _ his own word, and FRE on his Truth and 
Veracity.' | 


Theſe Degrines4 were Sinton for obedient TRY tumble 
Believers, not vain Dogmatizers, who underſtand nei- 
ther whar they fay, nor whereof they affirm: they are 
proper: Excerciſes. of our Faith and ope in God, not 
of-our Wit and ſabtle Curiofity : . and they believe beſt, 
who receive the Love of the Truth in an honeft heart, 
and make it a Principle of all hotinefs and Virtue; not 
they, who are always raifing new and impertinent In- 

uirieshow can thefe things be? I would not be thought 

ereby to condemn aff needful Explications of thefe 
Great and Venerable Myſteries. of our Religion ; the 
Effential Truths of Roligion ought to be vi oroufly af- 
ſerted'and vindicated 2 as long as there are ſuch men in 
the World, who openly deride and oppoſe them; who 
confent not' to! whot me words, even the Words of 
our Lad. s Ch 5 - and to' T4 he Dattrine- which is ac- 
cording "7 otfineſs: Add nd fuck: Explicarions will be al- 
ways ivecelithy ary, and of the Taſt Tmporrance to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith , "which ag to fence and guard it, againft 
the Sophiſtry of ſpiteful and crafty Adverfaries , who 
ſeek to undermine and ſubvert it. 


- Setandly.” "he Pgrities "fy "Laws of Religion have 
che concurrent Judgment ani robation of alt Wife 
and Good men, bo Hh Is to the Evidence and Reaſona- 
bleneſs of then ;'"who thpon a find them fich, 

as 
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as may.;juſtly- challenge cheir, moſt ſtedfaſt Belief and 
Adherence of Mind; a. Belief which powedtuliyunfors- 
ces their Lives;and the whole courſe of .their ations, 
makes them. careful t piaſe God, and obey his Will 
in all the moſt difficult Inſtances ; and to converſe .in 
this preſent world, as it becomes thoſe, who are ſent 
bither,; only to: fit and prepare-themſclves: for, a; better 
world to come. And the Judgment of theſe perſons is 
in its ſelf of great weight and moment, and ought to ſway 
much with all thoſe, who entertain any groundleſs pre- 
judices againſt Religion. it being wag) crnpoe of ſuch, 
who. are no way inferiour to other men in Point of Wi 
dom and Sagacityz who.can reaſon and: judge in all o- 
ther Matters, as well as the Beſt; and who. have not ta- 
ken. up Religion upon truſt, ( or: out of meer faſhion ) 
but:upon mature .and deliberate choice, as having firſt 
con Srocl (is various Proofs Fang Tpmones of it way 
Ce ang 1MPpartiaury s 206 Faged to fe power! 

pane...—vajbe of ry ad een from them z me - of ſame 
among the Reſt, wha' have: been once led away with 
the, comman. prejudices againſt Religion, and recover'd 
their juſt freedom again. 3.” who have. known Wiſdom 
and Folly , and $kjlltully -cboſc' rhe [better part 3. and 
who.can Lairer jo lge q Nie vale and. pleaſure of true 
Liberty, then they, who, have. try'd the parynipe and 
ah .of 2:ſtate-.of bondage, and eſcaped from 
—___ GONE. OI ' 


. 


. * «© 


Now- theſe Men, nat; only know che Truth, but. feel 
ſuch a ſenſible Force 3nd hi of i upon their Minds, 
as both,coljghtens, their Underſtandings to diſcern its 
real Excallenay: 3nd gently bends their Wills to receive 


an 
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and:embrace it. -AlÞirs Do&rines diſcover themſclves to 
thei Minds'with ſuch light and certainty , as fills them 
with all joy and peace in believing and all its Precepts 
appear ſo plain and Reafonable, as ro make them 
conſent to the Law as holy, and the commandment as 
holy{and juſt andi goods: So that: their own Experi- 
ence fully. veriftes-rhoſe words of the holy Palmilſt to 
thety iv which he extolls the Divine Law for its great 
uſefulneſs and perfeQ&ion-: The Law of the Lord is per- 
feth, converting the. ſoul; the teftimony of the Lord is ſure, 
making wiſe the fample:;- the ſtatutes: of the Lord are 
. right,rejoycing thi'hearts the Commandment of the Lord 
:s pure , enlightning the Eyes ; the fear of the Lord is 
thean, enduring for tver ; the Fudgments of the Lord are 
rrue 'and righteous altogether ; more. to be defirea are 
they then Gold; ye8 then" much fme Gold ; Sweeter alſa 
then honey, und the honey-comb-;' Moreover by themis thy 
Servant warned; and in heepingivf them there is great re- 
ward. ' And could we but! 6nce' perſuade thoſe Men, 
who cheriſh any hard:thoughtsof Religion, to-pur them- 
felves'in good carneft upon the'Exerciſe of a Virtuous 
and'Religious courſe' ot Life; they would ſoon change 
their Opuion concetning' itz and inſtead of finding that 
Repugniney'1n its Laws ,*which; before they imagin'd, 
reap ſo much pleaſure and peace-of Mind from the Ob- 
ſervation of them, as would entice them to make a far- 
ther progreſs therein, -without ever returning: into . the: 
dark and troubleſome paths of fin and folly. 

Tis their groſs ignorance of,.and unjuſt” prejudices: 
againſt Religion, which create in them ſuch hideous re- 
preſentations of it:; - but did they. once acquaint them- - 
M0 B43 ſelves 
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ſelves with God,andlearn:the knowledge of his waysall 
the frightful Images of: Religion would vaoiſh. if 4 ſhore 


time, and their Minds become perfeQtly charm'd and cap- 


tivated with the beauty of ho ineſs. 


They would then: find, 'that Faith. is ;jno ;haſty-and 
blind creduliry., but ''a ſbber: and; rational Aſſcne. of 
Mind, built upon fureandifolid Principles, ſuch, ag 0- 
thers before them; even tlic wiſeſt beſt men'bave 
venctur'd-their All for , and been. content. to. ſacrifice 


their ſecular:eaſs and:profits; and'even life its ſelf npon 
LEVER Y I; 8 Jv” 


the certain.trutk'and.evidence of chem...) « 


Than whick there can.ihe no. better Argument of their 
believing the. Truths. of Religion as certain, and. being 
fully perſuaded ofthem. in\their. Minds; that when they 
Faye maturely weigh'd. png mee) ap \ _ 

u ents concerming\ them , they ';{ihomnd. {o- tar..don 
chenilees: as to:hazard-(i6 I may: be allowed to ſay G) 
_ 904 ———— tO, upon the Ge. 

ic of them. Men bave-nacurally a very tcader regard 
for life; and if they belieye'a Future State, will hone Fl 
much greater cancern: for: their ;Souls-51-and therefore , 
when we behold: fuch S$, who in;all other Matters 
a& with prudence 'and Underſtanding ,' to'be fo far in- 
fluenc'd by the Principles of Religion, as not only to 
tpend their Lives-m. one xontinued ;courſe of mortifica- 
tion and ſelf-denyah;: with reſpett to.theipleaſures and 
ſafety of this life; but likewiſe put themſelves upon the 
final Iſſue of another: world z;upon- the Belief of them , 
we ought both in Reafon:and Juſtice to think:, that 
their Minds were certain; and had an wadaubted. per- 


ſua- 
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fufian of the things they believ'd,” whith excired them 
_ todo and ſuffer 1 in this manner for their ſakes. 


Thirdly. \Thar fuck yobass 8 have -n6 unjuſt p re- 
judices; Aa gairift Religh igio ng in their'Minds, FA 
i588ct broug 7s ro Famine" e feveral Proofs and 
Teftimonies of its Truth 'and Divine Authority ; - and a 
fair Examination- of theſe will' not fail of 'giving them 
intire ſatisfation. Nothing 1s more Undeniable, then 
SIT and Obſtinacy will effeftually bar up 
ug'a the clear jeaceſt, and gol {t 'mdporcant Truths: 
we taily ſee the mighty force they have aha Men, in 
common « Mere. O be ief or Wine Nan as well as in Re- 
ligi 10n. hen : an w offered tb them; which they 
tvs 0 hat ro Lie &1 eſther on acevunt of RIF inte- 
reſt, or ſome contrary Sentiments, which oh. repofleſs 
them ; how. fiercely. m_ they .contend in ſeeking to 
baffle the Credit of at; lay,hold on every ſmall Circum- 
ſtarice of -Im probability , which ſeems to yeaken its 
irs, difparage the, llineft Evidences' brought to ſup- 
ee Fo NE baſs ith 2 fullon ſtiffneſs. wholly rejett 
n, VN thing groundlels and Intredibte. Fir dikee manner 
whetj1 men have brought themſelves to a'ſetled averſion, 
and prejudice of Mind againft' aps either by cor- 
nch ations or. fected So trcifm ; "they will not 
mit h "x6 ar imparrial hear Es "4 they are fo far 
Hh the” aver of 5 Ripe: heart of Onbelie » that 
e ant. & theth ts Larne : ina 
fair way 3 Veuns frivolous Cavil and Excep engl al- 
low'd of apainft the'truth, and weighs more with them, 
then alt the moſt SubſRanrialProoffor ir z which tan be 
brought either from che plain'diQates of reaſon; -or the 
more 


- * ” 
= "To 
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more: ſure : te 1 Ay C 2 

don when. men. mm pn 0th. Ds pokes co bow 
efor 


ng to have the Evidence of th ; yy Ee f = 


patiently, hear. the Caple. of Reheiopthr 
large Variety, of; Atrcliakions, which. 
Herz they: give great kopes. that they; 
determine their. Judgments . Elon Fl 'N ide, > An d ac- 
nl rn: uth,. which is ſo mis hey. . and prevail- 
ng.. or Sol ITO | 21.9 eas 01f517 3f) V1 1 


This is FL vor Þ! Ob 15; D2þb } 
claim toz as ha ch, ample T.clting Ai to 
which .will nor. fail ;to.conyince. and peru; 
th ll Hor. examine, and, 1 
app ication of J,\ [tal 
pocriſy. ah e 23! "__ 5c TIETHOD 217 


| This was the iecha: O ord. eſus ak he A 
chor and finjſher of our; at af nbony Y. os to 
bring ie Zeke 56 he | yeoly Doggie 


wrought amor Ah, l 

own Law,.,truc: Were I'D | : £4 ITOR 
falſe ones., 'He. Fay jak; bath: bis LF D rine to 
their tryal,: that. as.;he | Pe i but what. made 

for the honour: and worlhip 0 Vic ne Pings 7903, oy 
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f'wa ent/ and uiiblimable' in all his-A- 
ns EY od? bf Al'Secutir Ambition, and worldly de- 
ſigns, and he fy not his own oy but the Glory of 
him chat ſent 


He tid vie it che Sep iptircs 5 which by heir 
own Co onfeflian) were '2x-fvft-given: by ow iration of 
rod) that in the a they might id , "haw the feve- 
ral ctions concerning the Meſlias, were 
boybs fulfilf'd* Kerns accompliſh'd in him; and to name 
nom re, -be Hy A Snopiſted, them to beware of all 


and' pialicio "againſt the ruth z\ £0 

WIN an att pride: 464- ode | glory , and the Extravagait 

Love of this wortd out of ids;' and to att in all 

things ER, ſincerity, and a juſt regard to God z and 

then; hey would ſoon. be brought to acknowledge him 
ſent from God , and yidd an obedient car 


fo Bi Doan rk Jatine, E: 


And by this like MERE » We muſt now endeavour to 


Bri - men over to the Belicf of Religion ; by laying 
n-to theth; all* the External Proofg and Brba 
| Pony in judging of which if they roceed can- 
IF and without cjudice, we nie net oubt of giv- 
them all the” ſatisfaQion'; they can reaſdinably.d de- 
> fin if 'out, for inftance,.one'among the vaſt 
| ies brongh t for the Chtiffian Religion, 
|, the if OS of 'Fefis our Lord” from the 
by witics, the Ap! Nee Toh: 'talls us 3 che was ſo- 
7 ecard to be the Son'9f God; -If this be true, 
| LF, PEP pure'malice'its {#1f, can reſiſt the force and 
of it. All" the: conttivance 'and power in the 
C world 
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world could: neyer..have.. brought it, to paſs in confirmg- 
tionofafalſe Dattrine taught by an Impoſtorz. and there- 
fare if it be once made appear > that our. Bleſſed Lord, 
who, while he liv'd; frequently forctold his own Refur- 
re&tion, and referr'd others to it, as the great Teftimo- 
ny af kis coming from God ,. did ;really retura to. Lite, 
after he was kill'd, and appeard openly, in his crucified 
body, notwithſtanding all the caution us'd. by the Jews 
to prevent .and hinder it z which. is capable of being 
prov'd to that. high degree of Certainty, that *tis ſcarce 
poſlible to. ſuggeſt-the leaſt ground of ſuſpicion to. thie 
contrary I can ſee nothing wanting beyond: this, toat- 
teſt the Divine Authority of the Chriſtian DodQrine, to 
all thoſe, who ſincerely. ſeek after the truth, and are 


& : 


willing ta embrace it. 


Fourthly. [They who fairly Examine the Fruths' of 
Religion, and are diſpos'd to embrace them. upon ſuth- 
cient Evidence, ſhall moreover have' that Internal Iltu- 
mination of God's:Holy Spirit , .which ſhall clearly dif- 
cover the Excellency and Agrecablencſs of tliem to.their 
Minds. This indeed is no. dire Proof of the certainty of 
| Religiqus. Truths, -to. any others, but thoſe perſons a- 
lone, who are ſecretly enlightned by God; yet thus far 
-t may be ug'd as.a proper Argument to all men, that in 
caſe they. will apply themſelves with care and diligen' 
to find out the: truth, .and arc duly prepar'd to giyi 
a welcome Entertainment : If they. will, but. Examin 
things with an honeſt mind, and oblerye all thoſt Means. 
which are, neceſfary; to. gain a-true Knayledge'of the 
Divine Will; oy ſhall undoubtedly- have the inward 
direction. and guidance of the Spirit of Truth ,: to lead 
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them into all.truths: and find-ſuch heavenly light, com- 
ing down. from the.-Father of Lights , as -will both in- 
form and convince their Underſtandings in all the Im- 
PPriapt Dogkrings: of Religion, and finiſh the work of 
Caith 1n chemmvith power; and that in ſuch a manner, as 
ſhall,noronly perſuade them of their truth, but likewiſe 
diſcover the real ſutableneſs of them to their Rational 
Faculties, as things worthy of God to reveal, and which 
deſerye-all acceptation at the hands of men. Hence the 
Holy Pſalmiſt tells us, zhat God will guide the meek in 
judgment; and teach them his-way ; that the ſecret of 
the Lord is with them that fl im , and he will ſhew 

them his Covenant : and Solomon, that if we ſeek after 
Wiſdom with the like diligence and Application , that 

men ſearch for hid treaſures , we ſhall mad the fear 

of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God; for that 

the Lord giveth Wiſdom, and out of his mouth cometh 

knowledge and Underſtanding ; and one greater than So- 

lomon hath faid , that if any man will do his will, he ſpall 
know of the Doftrine whether it be of God, or whether 

I ſpeak of w/o And this is a | great Motive to excite 

mens diligent Study.and Search after Divine Truth, that 

if they are not wanting to themſelves in any neceſſary 

 Endeavyours to. furniſh their minds with the Knowledge 

of Religion, and refuſe no means of inſtruction condu- 

cive.:to that end, God will not be wanting to afford 

thoſe ſecret Irradiations- of Spiritual Light and Under- 

ſtanding, which ſhall clear up their dark and ignorant 

Minds, and diſplay the truth to them in it's full beauty. 


I do not mean by this, that God will give. them a full 
and Intuitive view into the great and Sublume En 
Ro | C3 | 0 
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of Religion , ſo'as' to ſee clearly through all the Hitri- | 
cate La < ewe of the Trinity or Incarhation ; how the 
Divine Nature communicates its elf 'to three different 
Sabſiſtences, which together make but 'one God 3 br 
how both natures in Chriſt are ſ6'Unired;' as't0 make 
| but one Perſon: - Such knowledge is 'tbo wonderful for 
us ; it is high, we cannot attain wnto it. But my mea- 
ning is, that God will communicate to us ſich a know- 
edge of theſe things, as our faculties at preſent are ca- 
pable of pceapin. fuch as ſhall throughly convince us 
of their cruth certainty; and create a ſtedfaft adhe- 
rence to them in our milllls, and likewiſe Miniſter to all 
the purpoſes of holineſs' and a good life. 


It now only remains to draw ſome few Inferences 
from this diſcourſe. 


. Religion 18 very er plain ad intelli ipible to- al thoſe 
whi are willing to underſtand it, atho' there are ſome 
deep Myſteries. in it, which we atc' to believe; bijt can- 
not comprehend; and that for this Reaſon, becarſe the 
Belief only , not the perfe&t knowledge or comprehen- 
fion of them is quired of us. So that if we can but 
give' x good Ace nt of our 'Faith, as 'to 'the main 

$:4hd Evidences upon which i L x. ſtands Faith 
will appear fo be 2 an; rational afſent, 'thoygh*we 
cahtior 7 underſtand the M rag eheaaſeives be- 
fiev'd by « be AT 3. £52 


_N hh it is im lib e to give a better FP of our 
wants it TIN himſelf who can, no 
en rarSipe 40 Helieve thar- which' is falſe ;\ then _ 
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cotntmand' us ro' do that which is ſimply evil and un- 
juſt and therefore how high ſoevgr the things them- 
ſetves.are. plac'd above our Comprehenſion; if they are 
Plairly-reveal'd, 'and the Belict 'of them required'from 
us, we mit fay in this cafe; | Let God be true, and e- 
very man a Lyar; and are ander an indiſpenſable Obli- 
tion of yielding up our unfeigned Aſſent to them. 
ut are theſe Men in earneſt,' who would have us re- 
nounce all Myſteries in Religion ? ſome of themſelyes 
muſt *then 'renounce , in purſiance of this Principle, 
one at leaſt of their own darling Opinions, which hath 
far more Unintelligible. Myſteries in it, than any they 
lay to our charge. That Gop ſhould join himſelf ro 
the humane nature, they will by no means allow, be- 
cauſe they cannot apprehend how it ſhould be; but by 
a ſtrange kind of Infatuation they cars at the ſame time 
ſwallow down the belief of a mere man being made into 
a God; and do accordingly give him. divine honour and 
worthipz have put the Government of the world into 
his hands ; and acknowledge him for ſupreme Judge of 
the world ar the laſt day : | and is there no Myſtery in 
all *this-? that a man who had'no Exiſtence before his 
Conception iri the womb, ſhould be exalted to a God, 
who exiſts neceſſarily of himſelf, and from all Eternity! 
Ts there no Myſtery in apprehending , how a finite na- 
rt ew oops .capable of infinite perfeCtions ? for 
without thele he is 16 vain YOrpped 3 is neither fit ts 
govern, nor judge the world. So that they muſt either 
vic their own faith as unintelligible Zargon ( to uſe 
their own Diale&) or leave us in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
cur Faith, which hath indeed ics infuperable difficulties, 
but 'of the rwo', admits of a much fairer” and more ra- 
tional Account concerming them. Not 
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rhe Elaborate work of reation ? and are all, - Incr1- 
cate Schemes of Divine Providence open to. ok ull Thy 
and obſervation ? or mult we then give. Kd © 2 50 
ſurd and irrational, till we'bave fully ſatis bd thn 

of our minds about them 7? Sha 


IR. almit 


2. We may from hence perceive wn eas 
Tremudi econ fo 
then 


Invincible power, which 
Religion, gain over the Minds 
from embracing the Truth, , 

with all the Evidence: : 


loy'd againlt Religion , ns not. give Prey an = 
EE ation in bo ple 
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malicious tem 'eſpecially 

overrun ors ate ticiſin 8 eh {+ \g 
one, Religion ove been able to bear'up, . 
derful meekneſs and paticrice, 
it's followers.: But nothing is. is able 1 
nate Reſiſtance, , which. mens aifc 
Pride and ſelf- love. » and aboye 
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the- moſt:Irrefragable-Proofs of its. Divine Authority, 
will:be:#&jeted by Men: thus .difpos'd , and treated 
_ withiopen ſcorn and contempt at their hands : Even 
Light 1ts:ſelf: brings. no Evidence ro ſuch mens minds, 
who' /ave.darkneſs rather then light , becauſe their deeds 
E ESE Moog orgy Ya is og a 7, ts 
3. It bereby: appears , that the more: men: improve 
inthe knowledge: and practiſe of Religion , they ſhall 
arrive to higher degrees of SatisfaCtion.and certainty of 
Mind concerning the Truths of it ; for if they, who 
are only ſearching after the Truth with a willing and 
obedient mind , ſhall, nag-want that Inward Spiricual 
 Lighte, which ſhall dyeover ' x fe” them z What 
fkrong and- powerfulJlllinmirions ſhall they receive ,. 
who after diligent Sg&&3 fqarind out the Truth and 
embrace it , 'and givE<MemL 


Ives up to its ſafe Di- 
reqtion in. all their Actions? 


The beft men ſhalt have the' moſt Important: Se-- 
crets of Gods Will communicated to. them. and the 
. more. we. excel . others in ſound: Faith and. love: of the 

-Spurity.of bcart,. and all Chriſtian. Virtues of 
ll find the Impreflions of Divine Truth. 
and Vigorous upon our Minds, giving. 


ve th: 
- ſtill more live | 
; us the higheſt degrees of Certainty concerning them). 
we arc capable of in this preſent ſtats. This is that P/e- 
_ rophory of full Aſſurance of Faith and/Hope, the Scrip- 
tyres 'mentign z by. which good men are fo throughly 
perſuaded. of the Truths o ey z- AS to believe and: 
embrace them , without: any-the leaſt doubt or heſi- 
tation. remaining upon. thir. minds. And theis. con-- 
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